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Dropped Objects/Tool Tethering
Eliminate the Hazard

· Remove objects and tools from higher levels, scaffolding or aerial lifts that do not need to be there.

Engineering Controls

· Barricade zones below higher work levels to prevent personnel from walking into the line of fire of a dropped object.
· Install toe boards on higher work levels to make sure objects and tools cannot easily slide off an edge to a lower level.

· Place nets or some type of protective barrier above ground level workers if there is continuous work being performed above a work area.

· Tethers or anchors for tools and objects may be used on a higher work level.  This limits the object from falling.

PPE

· Anytime there are overhead hazards present on a jobsite, hard hats need to be worn.

Tool Tethers

A tool tether is an attachment point that allows the tool to be secured with a tool cord to an anchor point.  An anchor point can be a wrist band, work belt, harness or part of the structure that’s being worked on.

As with any fall protection safety measure, providing a miscalculated tool safety solution may lead to increased risks.  Here are a couple of things to keep in mind when selecting tool tethering methods:
· Determine what tools and equipment are used on the jobsite, which of them are used at what height and which ones pose a potential fall hazard.

· The weight of the tool determines what kind of tethering devices and anchor points can be used.  Tools that weigh more than approximately 5 lbs. should, generally, not be tied off to a person, but rather to the structure.

· If tying off tools to you or the building is not an option, take care to install collective fall protection measures such as toe boards.

· The tethering devices should not limit the use of the tool, otherwise the tether will be an obstruction and nuisance to the worker, which will make it tempting to not secure the tool.

· Determine how far you need to be able to reach with the tool to be able to perform the work.  Then determine the fall clearance, e.g., the distance between your anchor and the nearest object or person below.  Choose the shortest lanyard possible to do the job, or choose a retractable tool lanyard, to prevent snag hazards.

· Determine if tools need to be passed off to other workers.  This influences the connector options.  For example, if tools need to be passed off frequently, work with carabiners.  Additionally, passing off tolls should be done safely, preferably while standing still in a safe zone, and not while handing outside of a scaffold or over an open structure.
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Dropped Objects/Tool Tethering
This Toolbox Meeting is intended as an overview of key points regarding this subject and is not intended to be complete training in accordance with any regulatory standards.
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