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Know what you are working with. Safety Data Sheets explain chemical hazards, required protection, and emergency information.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is Safety Data Sheets, or SDSs. Before we use a hazardous chemical, we need to know what it is, what hazards it presents, and how to protect ourselves.”

Key Points: SDSs provide hazard and protection information for hazardous products. Employees have a right to know what hazardous chemicals and materials they may be exposed to on the jobsite.

Why It Matters
Hazardous materials may be common on construction sites. Welding and cutting gases, adhesives, solvents, fuels, concrete, and related compounds can present hazards when they are handled or used improperly.
An SDS explains the hazards associated with a product and how to protect yourself.
The SDS identifies required personal protective equipment and emergency information.

	Quick Engagement Question: “Where are the SDSs kept on this jobsite, and how would you access one right now?”


What You Can Find on an SDS
	Product Information
Chemical manufacturer name and address.
Emergency contact information.
Physical and chemical characteristics.
	Health & Exposure
Primary routes of entry.
Permissible exposure limits.
First aid treatment.
	Safe Handling
Required PPE.
Flammability and reactivity information.
Spill and cleanup requirements.


Using SDSs on the Job
	Before Use
Identify the product you will use.
Review the SDS for hazards and precautions.
	Protect Yourself
Use the PPE identified for the product.
Follow handling and emergency guidance.
	Know the Location
SDSs must be accessible to workers.
Know where jobsite SDSs are maintained.


	Mini Scenario: “You are handed a new adhesive, but you are not sure what PPE is required or how to clean up a spill. What should you do before using it?”


What to Do If You Are Unsure
	Stop
Do not guess about the hazards.
Do not use an unfamiliar substance until you understand it.
	Check
Find and review the correct SDS.
Confirm the product identity and required PPE.
	Ask
Ask your supervisor if you cannot locate the SDS.
Get answers before beginning the task.


Close
	Closing Message: “If you are not sure what you are working with, ask. Know where the SDSs are, review the hazards before use, and make sure you have the right protection. Your right to know helps you work safely.”
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Topic: Safety Data Sheets
	Date:
	Project / Location:
	Instructor:


By signing below, participants acknowledge attendance at this toolbox talk.
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