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Aerial lifts can expose workers to falls, electrical contact, tip-overs, struck-by hazards, falling objects, and crushing hazards.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is aerial lifts. These machines help us reach elevated work areas, but they can create serious fall, electrical, tip-over, struck-by, and crushing hazards if they are not used correctly.”

Key Points: Only trained workers should operate aerial lifts. Inspect the lift before use and follow the manufacturer’s instructions and safety devices.
Why It Matters
Aerial lifts include boom-supported platforms such as cherry pickers and bucket trucks. The original toolbox talk identifies falls, electrocutions, collapses, and tip-overs as major causes of serious incidents.
Workers can be ejected from the basket or fall from an elevated platform.
Contact with overhead electrical lines can be fatal.
Ground workers can be struck by the lift or by falling objects.
	Quick Engagement Question: “What is the biggest aerial-lift hazard on our jobsite today?”


Recognizing Hazards & Before-Use Checks
	Common Hazards
Ejection or falls from the basket.
Electrical contact.
Tip-over or collapse.
	People & Objects
Struck-by hazards.
Falling objects.
Crushing between the basket and overhead structures.
	Before Use
Operator must be properly trained.
Inspect before use.
Follow manufacturer instructions and load limits.


	Mini Scenario: “You are preparing to raise the platform near overhead beams and power lines. What checks and controls should be in place before you elevate?”


Safe Work Practices
	Operate Safely
Never override safety devices.
Do not move while elevated unless permitted by the manufacturer.
Use brakes, wheel chocks, and outriggers when applicable.
	Prevent Falls & Crushing
Use required harness/restraint equipment attached to the boom or basket.
Do not stand on rails, buckets, planks, or makeshift devices.
Stay clear of overhead pinch/crush points.
	Control the Area
Maintain at least 10 ft from overhead lines.
Treat lines and conductors as energized.
Watch for pedestrians and barricade as appropriate.


What NOT to Do
	Do Not
Exceed platform load limits.
Override hydraulic, mechanical, or electrical safety devices.
	Do Not
Stand on rails or makeshift platforms.
Position yourself where movement could crush you against overhead structures.
	Do Not
Assume power lines are safe because they appear insulated or are down.
Move the lift without checking for people nearby.


Close
	Closing Message: “Before using an aerial lift, inspect it, know the hazards, follow the manufacturer’s instructions, maintain electrical clearances, and keep yourself and others out of pinch, fall, and struck-by zones.”


Toolbox Talk Attendance
Topic: Aerial Lift Safety
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By signing below, participants acknowledge attendance at this toolbox talk.
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