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A clean job is a safe job. Good housekeeping helps prevent slips, trips, falls, fires, and struck-by hazards.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is housekeeping. Cleaning as we work is part of doing the job right and helps keep everyone on the site safe.”
Key Points: Work areas, passageways, stairs, storage areas, trailers, equipment, and yards must be kept clear of debris and other hazards.

Why It Matters
Poor housekeeping creates slip, trip, fall, fire, and access hazards. Construction debris, protruding nails, cluttered walkways, overflowing trash, spilled chemicals, and unstable storage can quickly turn a normal task into an injury.
Clean work areas help prevent injuries and lost time.
Clear access routes support safe movement and emergency response.
Daily cleanup is a shared responsibility for everyone on the jobsite.

	Quick Engagement Question: “What housekeeping issue on our jobsite could cause an injury today?”


Recognizing Housekeeping Hazards
	Jobsite / General
Debris or scrap in work areas.
Extension cords in aisles or stairways.
Overflowing trash or dumpsters.
	Trailers & Equipment
Chemical spills or uncapped containers.
Improper combustible storage.
Trash or grease in equipment cabs and on handrails.
	Storage Yard
Cluttered aisles.
Scrap lumber with exposed nails.
Unstable stacks of bricks, bags, or materials.


	Mini Scenario: “You notice extension cords across a walkway, scrap with exposed nails, and an overflowing trash container near the work area. What should be corrected before work continues?”


Safe Housekeeping Practices
	Clean as You Work
Remove debris throughout the shift.
Keep passageways and stairs clear.
Dispose of scrap and trash in proper containers.
	Store Materials Safely
Keep containers capped when not in use.
Store combustibles properly.
Stack materials so they remain stable.
	Keep Access Clear
Do not block fire extinguishers or exits.
Route cords to prevent trip hazards.
Keep equipment steps, cabs, and handrails clean.


What NOT to Do
	Do Not
Allow debris to accumulate.
Leave protruding nails or sharp scrap exposed.
	Do Not
Let trash containers or dumpsters overflow.
Leave chemical spills or open containers unattended.
	Do Not
Block aisles, stairs, exits, or firefighting equipment.
Assume cleanup is someone else’s responsibility.


Close
	Closing Message: “Housekeeping is not something we save for the end of the day. Clean as you work, correct hazards when you see them, and leave every area safer than you found it.”
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