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Ground-Fault Circuit Interrupters help protect workers from electrical shock when cord-and-plug equipment is used.
	Date
	Project / Location
	Instructor

	
	
	



Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is GFCI protection. Electricity can injure or kill quickly, and a properly used GFCI is one of the controls that helps protect us from ground-fault shock hazards.”
Key Points: Use GFCI protection with cord-and-plug equipment, test it before use, and remove damaged or malfunctioning units from service.

Why It Matters
A GFCI continuously compares the current going to electrical equipment with the current returning. When it detects an imbalance, it rapidly interrupts the circuit. GFCI protection reduces shock risk, but it does not eliminate every electrical hazard.
Electrical shock can occur when tools, cords, receptacles, or equipment malfunction.
Water and electricity remain a dangerous combination even when GFCI protection is present.
A GFCI does not protect against line-to-line contact, such as contacting two energized conductors.

	Quick Engagement Question: “Before using an extension cord or corded power tool today, how will you verify that GFCI protection is working?”


Recognizing Electrical & GFCI Hazards
	Equipment Problems
Damaged cords, plugs, or portable GFCIs.
A GFCI that will not test or reset.
A tool that repeatedly trips the GFCI.
	Work Area Hazards
Wet or damp conditions.
Cords exposed to damage or misuse.
Electrical equipment used without GFCI protection.
	Common Mistakes
Assuming a surge protector is a GFCI.
Skipping the pre-use test.
Resetting a repeatedly tripped GFCI without checking the equipment.


	Mini Scenario: “You plug in a power tool and the GFCI trips. You reset it, plug the tool back in, and it trips again. What should you do next?”


Safe GFCI Work Practices
	Before Use
Use GFCI protection for plug-and-cord equipment.
Plug the GFCI in at the electrical source.
Press TEST, then RESET, before use.
	During Use
Keep electrical equipment away from water when possible.
Pay attention to repeated trips or unusual equipment behavior.
Keep cords and connections protected from damage.
	If There Is a Problem
Unplug the equipment before resetting.
Remove a GFCI from service if it will not test/reset or is damaged.
Have repeatedly tripping equipment serviced or replaced.


What NOT to Do
	Do Not
Use a damaged GFCI.
Ignore a failed TEST or RESET.
	Do Not
Substitute a surge protector for a GFCI.
Keep resetting a circuit that repeatedly trips.
	Do Not
Assume GFCI protection makes electrical work risk-free.
Use electrical equipment carelessly around water.


Close
	Closing Message: “GFCIs can protect you only when they are present, tested, and working. Test before use, stop when something trips repeatedly, and remove defective equipment from service.”


Toolbox Talk Attendance
Topic: Ground-Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) Safety
	Date:
	Project / Location:
	Instructor:


By signing below, participants acknowledge attendance at this toolbox talk.
	#
	Printed Name
	Signature
	Date

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	



GFCI Safety Toolbox Talk | COMPANY

image1.jpeg




