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Know the chemical. Know the hazards. Know what to do before you use it.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is Hazard Communication. Before we use a chemical, we need to know what it is, what hazards it presents, and how to protect ourselves and our coworkers.”
Key Points: Hazardous chemicals can cause serious illness or injury. Training, labels, Safety Data Sheets (SDSs), and proper work practices help us recognize and control those hazards.

Why It Matters
Hazardous chemicals may be liquids, solids, gases, vapors, dusts, fumes, fibers, or mists. Many materials used every day can be hazardous if they are handled, stored, or disposed of incorrectly.
Know which hazardous chemicals are used and stored in your work area.
Follow company procedures for handling, storage, spill response, and disposal.
	Quick Engagement Question: “Before you use a chemical on this jobsite, what information should you check first?”


Before Working With a Chemical
	Know the Product
Be trained before working with hazardous chemicals.
Be aware of chemicals used and stored on site.
Know the company procedures for the product.
	Review the Information
Read the SDS before using the chemical.
Read the container label and hazard warnings.
Know whether the chemical is reactive.
	Prepare to Work Safely
Wear the necessary PPE.
Know what to do in case of a spill.
Know how the chemical must be disposed of.


Safe Chemical Handling
	Labels
Make sure containers are clearly labeled.
Pay attention to warnings such as DANGER, WARNING, CAUTION, or FLAMMABLE.
	Containers
Inspect containers for leaks or damage.
Do not use a leaking or unidentified container.
	Personal Hygiene
Wash your hands after handling chemicals.
Clean contaminated clothing as required before reuse.


	Mini Scenario: “You are given a chemical in a container with a damaged label, and you are not sure what PPE is required. What should you do before using it?”


When You Have a Concern
	Stop
Do not guess about an unknown chemical.
Do not continue if the label, SDS, or required controls are unclear.
	Check
Review the label and SDS.
Confirm spill, storage, disposal, and PPE requirements.
	Ask
Ask your supervisor when information is missing or unclear.
Get the concern resolved before beginning the task.


Close
	Closing Message: “If you do not know what a chemical is or how to use it safely, stop and ask. Read the label, review the SDS, use the required PPE, and follow the jobsite procedures every time.”


Toolbox Talk Attendance
Topic: Hazard Communication
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	Instructor:


By signing below, participants acknowledge attendance at this toolbox talk.
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