	ASBESTOS EXPOSURE
TOOLBOX TALK
	[image: ]



Do you know what to do if you find asbestos on your job site?
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is asbestos exposure. Asbestos may still be present in older construction, fireproofing, and insulation products, and the most dangerous fibers can be too small to see.”
Key Points: Asbestos fibers can become airborne when asbestos-containing materials are disturbed, and inhaled fibers can accumulate in the lungs.

Why It Matters
Asbestos-related illnesses may take many years to develop, so a material that looks harmless today may still create a serious long-term health hazard if disturbed.
Exposure to high levels of friable asbestos can cause asbestosis, mesothelioma, and cancer.
Asbestos fibers may be released by drilling, grinding, cutting, buffing, or sawing asbestos-containing material.

	Quick Engagement Question: “What should you do if you are not sure whether a material contains asbestos?”


Where Asbestos May Be Found
	Fireproofing / Insulation
Sprayed fireproofing
Sprayed insulation
Building insulation in walls and ceilings
	Mechanical / Plumbing
Pipe and boiler wrap
Cementing compounds used in plumbing
Fire doors
	Exterior / Older Materials
Older shingles
Older siding
Materials made before the late 1970s may contain asbestos


If You Suspect Asbestos
	Stop
Do not drill, grind, cut, buff, saw, or otherwise disturb the material.
Do not assume a material is safe based on appearance.
	Verify
If you do not know whether a material contains asbestos, have a sample tested by a qualified person.
Do not disturb the area or material until test results are known.
	Qualified Removal
If asbestos-containing material must be removed, use qualified companies/persons.
If the material is in good condition, leaving it undisturbed is preferred.


	Mini Scenario: “Your crew is about to drill into an older wall material and no one knows whether it contains asbestos. What should happen before work continues?”


Safe Work Expectations
	Recognize
Older building materials may contain asbestos.
Airborne fibers may be too small to see.
	Protect
Avoid disturbing suspect material.
Use proper precautions and training when asbestos hazards are present.
	Speak Up
Ask when material identity is unknown.
Do not proceed until testing or qualified direction confirms what to do.


Close
	Closing Message: “Asbestos is most dangerous when fibers are released into the air. If you suspect asbestos, do not disturb it. Stop, get the material evaluated by a qualified person, and only allow qualified companies or persons to remove asbestos-containing material when removal is necessary.”


Toolbox Talk Attendance
Topic: Asbestos Exposure
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	Instructor:


By signing below, participants acknowledge attendance at this toolbox talk.
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