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Secure it. Separate it. Handle it with care.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is compressed gas cylinders. If they are handled or stored incorrectly, cylinders can create fire, explosion, struck-by, and other serious hazards.”
Key Point: Treat every cylinder as a high-energy container. Keep it secured, protect the valve, and follow the correct storage and handling rules.

Why It Matters
Gas cylinders can become dangerous when they fall, leak, are exposed to heat or sparks, or are stored with incompatible gases. A damaged valve can also create a severe hazard.
Cylinders must remain secured and upright.
Oxygen must be kept away from oil, grease, fuel gases, sparks, and flames.

	Quick Engagement Question: “What is the first thing you should check before moving or using a gas cylinder?”


Safe Storage and Setup
	Secure & Upright
Keep cylinders secured in an upright position.
Keep the protective valve cap in place when the cylinder is not in use.
	Separate Gases
Store oxygen and fuel-gas cylinders at least 20 feet apart or separate them with a 5-foot-high noncombustible barrier.
Do not store oxygen cylinders with fuel-gas cylinders unless properly separated.
	Identify Status
Mark cylinders “Empty” or “MT” when the gas has been used.
Never use a leaking cylinder; take it out of service immediately.


Safe Handling - Do
	Protect the Valve
Open valves slowly using the valve wheel or T-handle wrench provided by the supplier.
Keep oil and grease away from oxygen cylinders.
	Move Correctly
Use a hand truck when a cylinder is too heavy to handle safely.
Ask a coworker for help when needed.
	Control Ignition Sources
Keep cylinders away from sparks, flames, and molten metal.
Maintain safe storage conditions at all times.


	Mini Scenario: “You find an oxygen cylinder stored beside a fuel-gas cylinder with no barrier between them. What should you do before work continues?”


Never Do This
	Do Not Abuse Cylinders
Do not roll cylinders horizontally on the ground.
Never drop cylinders on the ground or other work surfaces.
Do not lift cylinders without safety caps in place.
	Do Not Misuse Oxygen
Never use oxygen to blow or dust off work clothes.
Never use grease or oil on valves.
	Do Not Mix Equipment
Do not interchange or mix oxygen and acetylene valves or fittings.
Never continue using a cylinder that is leaking or damaged.


Close
	Closing Message: “Gas cylinders demand respect. Keep them upright and secured, protect the valves, separate oxygen from fuel gases, and never use a leaking or damaged cylinder. Safe handling prevents fires, explosions, and serious injuries.”
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