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Identify the hazard. Maintain clearance. Never get complacent.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is overhead power line safety. Contact with overhead lines can cause serious injury, death, and equipment damage.”
Key Point: Power line hazards can involve cranes, dump trucks, drill rigs, ladders, scaffolds, and other equipment or structures that can reach energized conductors.
Why It Matters
Overhead conductors are often bare and can be deadly. The original toolbox talk emphasizes that power line incidents often result from complacency and a failure to maintain awareness throughout the job.
Always identify the location of overhead power lines before work begins.
Do not allow equipment or structures to come within the required minimum clearance identified for the work.
Only trained and authorized employees should operate equipment around overhead power lines.
	Quick Engagement Question: “What equipment or materials on today’s job could reach or contact an overhead power line?”


Recognize the Hazard
	Know the Location
Identify power lines on the jobsite before work starts.
Continue watching line locations as work and equipment positions change.
	Know What Can Reach
Cranes, dump trucks, drill rigs, ladders, scaffolds, and similar equipment can create contact hazards.
Metal extension ladders can also create a serious risk near power lines.
	Assume the Hazard Is Real
Most overhead power lines are not insulated.
Maintain focus throughout the job, not only during setup.
Never become complacent around overhead lines.


Safe Work Practices
	Maintain Clearance
Keep equipment and structures at least the minimum required distance from overhead power lines.
The source talk identifies 10 feet as the minimum clearance.
	Use Trained Operators
Do not operate equipment around overhead lines unless trained and authorized.
Plan equipment movement before entering the area.
	Stay Alert
Maintain awareness during setup, operation, movement, and shutdown.
Do not assume the hazard is controlled just because work started safely.


	Mini Scenario: “A piece of mobile equipment must move closer to an area with overhead power lines. What should happen before the equipment moves, and what conditions would make you stop the job?”


What Everyone Must Remember
	Look Up
Check for overhead lines before moving equipment, ladders, scaffolds, or long materials.
Keep the hazard in view as conditions change.
	Keep Your Distance
Respect the minimum clearance around power lines.
Do not position equipment or structures inside the safe clearance zone.
	Stop Complacency
Treat every overhead line as a serious hazard.
Stay focused for the entire task.
Ask your supervisor when the safe approach is not clear.


Close
	Closing Message: “Overhead power lines can kill. Identify them before work begins, maintain the required clearance, use trained and authorized operators, and never let familiarity turn into complacency.”


Toolbox Talk Attendance
Topic: Power Line Safety
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