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Inspect it. Use it correctly. Never take chances on scaffolding.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is scaffold safety. Scaffold failures, falls, slips, and falling objects can cause serious injuries or fatalities.”
Key Point: Scaffolds must be inspected, properly accessed, kept free of debris, and used within their intended limits.
Why It Matters
The original toolbox talk notes that scaffold accidents are often connected to planking or support failures, slips, and falling objects. These hazards can be controlled through proper inspection, setup, housekeeping, access, and training.
Do not use a scaffold unless it has been inspected by a competent person.
Do not overload scaffolds; bring materials up as needed and remove scrap and excess material when work is complete.
Employees who work on scaffolds must be trained on procedures to control or minimize scaffold hazards.
	Quick Engagement Question: “Before stepping onto a scaffold, what are the first things you should check?”


Recognize the Hazard
	Daily Inspection
Do not use a scaffold unless it has been inspected by a competent person.
Check wheels, platforms, and scaffold components for damage or unsafe conditions.
	Platforms & Housekeeping
Platforms should be closely boarded, secured, and kept free of debris and unnecessary materials.
Remove excess materials and scrap when work is complete.
	Access & Training
Use a safe means to ascend and descend.
Employees working on scaffolds must be trained on procedures to control or minimize scaffold hazards.


Safe Work Practices
	Prevent Overloading
Do not overload the scaffold.
Bring materials up as needed and keep the work platform orderly.
	Protect the Platform
Check that platforms are closely boarded, fenced, and securely fastened.
Keep the scaffold and surrounding area clear of trip and fall hazards.
	Guardrail Awareness
Use required guardrails and fall protection based on the scaffold setup, height, and project requirements.
When in doubt, ask your supervisor.


	Mini Scenario: “A rolling scaffold needs to be moved to the next work area. What must be checked or done before anyone moves it?”


Rolling Scaffold Safety
	Level Surface
Use rolling scaffolds only on level surfaces.
Check the travel route for holes, debris, and overhead obstructions before moving.
	Lock & Stabilize
Lock caster brakes when the scaffold is not in motion.
Use outriggers when additional stability or height is required by the scaffold configuration.
	Move It Safely
Get help when moving rolling scaffolds.
Secure or remove loose materials and equipment before movement.
Do not take chances when conditions are unsafe.


Close
	Closing Message: “Scaffold safety starts before you climb. Inspect the scaffold, use safe access, keep platforms clear, control loads, and move rolling scaffolds only when the route and setup are safe. When in doubt, ask your supervisor.”
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