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Treat compressed air like a tool - not a toy.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is compressed air safety. Compressed air can cause serious injuries if hoses, fittings, nozzles, or pressure are not controlled properly.”
Key Point: Inspect hoses and connections, control pressure, wear PPE, and never direct compressed air at yourself or another person.

Why It Matters
Compressed air can turn debris into high-speed projectiles, cause hose-whip hazards, damage hearing and eyes, and injure skin or body tissue. Safe use begins before the air is turned on.
Use the correct air hose and verify that hose connections are tight before pressurizing the system.
Keep hoses out of aisles and traffic paths where they may be damaged or create trip hazards.
Never point a compressed-air nozzle at any part of your body or at another person.

	Quick Engagement Question: “What is one unsafe compressed-air practice you have seen or could imagine happening on a jobsite?”


Recognize the Hazard
	Hoses & Connections
Inspect the hose before use and make sure all connections are tight.
Do not use damaged hoses or fittings.
	Pressure & Nozzles
Never kink a hose to stop airflow.
Control air at the valve and hold the nozzle securely when turning air on or off.
	People & Work Area
Never point compressed air at yourself or anyone else.
Keep hoses out of aisles and protect nearby workers from flying debris.


Safe Work Practices
	Inspect Before Use
Confirm the correct hose is being used.
Check hoses, couplings, fittings, and nozzles before pressurizing.
	Wear Required PPE
The operator and anyone in the immediate area must wear eye protection and any other PPE required for the task.
	Control the Air
Turn airflow on and off at the control valve.
Do not use hose kinking as a substitute for shutting off the air source.


	Mini Scenario: “You are about to use compressed air and notice the hose coupling looks loose and the hose crosses a walkway. What should you do before turning on the air?”


Cleaning & Shutdown
	Cleaning Pressure
Avoid using compressed air for cleaning when possible.
If it is used for cleaning, reduce the pressure to less than 30 psi as stated in the original toolbox talk.
	Protect the Area
Control flying debris and make sure workers in the immediate cleaning area wear eye protection and other necessary PPE.
	Shut Down Safely
When work is complete, turn off the valves on both the tool and the air line.
Relieve pressure as appropriate before disconnecting equipment.


Close
	Closing Message: “Compressed air is a powerful tool. Inspect the system, control the pressure, protect yourself and others, keep hoses out of travel paths, and never use compressed air for horseplay.”
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