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Concrete and masonry work can expose employees to heavy loads, rebar, suspended buckets, formwork, wall collapse, and electrical hazards.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is concrete and masonry construction—because rebar, suspended buckets, formwork, and unsupported walls can cause serious injuries.”
Key Points: Verify structural capacity. Guard rebar. Stay clear of concrete buckets. Support formwork and brace walls.
Why It Matters
Do not load concrete structures until the employer confirms they can support the load using information from someone qualified in structural design.
Protruding rebar can impale workers, and elevated concrete buckets create struck-by and crushing hazards.
Formwork and masonry walls can fail if they are not properly supported and braced.

	Quick Engagement Question: “What is one concrete or masonry hazard on this job that could seriously injure someone if it is not controlled?”


Recognizing Hazards & Risks
Look for hazards before work begins and whenever site conditions change.
	Concrete / Rebar Hazards
Unconfirmed structural load capacity
Unguarded protruding rebar
Workers under raised/lowered buckets
Riding on or in concrete buckets
	Formwork / Masonry Hazards
Inadequate formwork support
Unbraced masonry walls over 8 ft.
Missing limited access zones
Wet concrete near electrical wires


	Mini Scenario: “A masonry wall over 8 feet high is not permanently supported, and workers are entering the limited access zone. What must be corrected before work continues?”


Safe Work Practices
Use the required controls every time. Do not take shortcuts around suspended loads, rebar, formwork, or unsupported walls.
	Before Work
Confirm load capacity
Guard protruding rebar
Verify formwork support
	During Work
Stay clear of concrete buckets
Reduce exposure below bucket routes
Maintain wall bracing/access controls
	Electrical Awareness
Wet concrete conducts electricity
Use caution with bull floats
Keep handles away from wires


Resources & Close
Questions? Stop and ask your supervisor or a qualified structural-design person before proceeding.
Supervisor / qualified structural-design person
	Closing Message: “Control concrete and masonry hazards before work starts.”
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