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Good illumination helps workers see walking surfaces, tools, materials, and hazards clearly. Poor lighting can contribute to trips, falls, tool injuries, and unsafe temporary electrical conditions.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is illumination—making sure we can clearly see the work, the path, and the hazards around us.” Reinforce that adequate lighting is a basic safety control, not just a convenience.
Key Points: Construction areas need adequate natural or artificial lighting. Temporary lighting and wiring must be installed and maintained safely.

Why It Matters
Poor lighting can hide changes in elevation, debris, cords, edges, equipment, and other hazards. It can also make layout work and tool use more difficult and less accurate.
Construction areas, stairs, ramps, corridors, storage areas, shops, and offices need adequate illumination.
General construction areas require at least 5 foot-candles of illumination.

	Quick Engagement Question: “Where on this job could poor lighting create the greatest risk for a trip, fall, or tool-related injury?”


Recognizing Lighting Hazards
Before starting work, look for shadows, glare, damaged lights, poor placement, or unsafe temporary wiring that could create a hazard.
	Hazards to Watch For
Dark stairs, ramps, corridors, or work areas
Damaged or unguarded lamps
Cords exposed to traffic or damage
	Safe Lighting Practices
Add or reposition lighting as needed
Protect lamps from contact and breakage
Use hard or extra-hard usage cords
Protect temporary wiring from damage


	Mini Scenario: “You are preparing to use a cutting tool where shadows make the layout marks hard to see. What should you do before starting?”


Temporary Lighting & Wiring
Temporary lighting must be set up so it does not create an electrical, fire, contact, or trip hazard.
	Lighting
Guard lamps from breakage
Ground metal-case sockets
Provide enough light for the task
	Cords & Wiring
Protect wiring from traffic and damage
Avoid overloaded or undersized circuits
Do not suspend lights by cords unless designed for it
	Closeout
Remove temporary wiring when construction is complete
Report damaged lighting or wiring immediately


Resources & Close
If lighting is inadequate or temporary wiring appears unsafe, stop and notify your supervisor before continuing the work.
	Closing Message: “If lighting is inadequate, stop and improve it before continuing.”
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