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Protect yourself. Protect your coworkers. Prevent fires.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is smoking safety. Smoking creates risks not only to the person smoking, but also to everyone working nearby because of secondhand smoke and the potential for fire.”
Key Point: A lit cigarette is a heat source. When heat, oxygen, and fuel come together, a fire can start.

Why It Matters
The original toolbox talk emphasizes that smoking can create both health hazards and fire hazards. Workers must follow the jobsite smoking policy and avoid creating ignition sources near combustible or flammable materials.
Smoking can expose nearby employees to secondhand smoke.
A lit cigarette can ignite trash, paper, flammables, or other fuel sources.
Improper disposal of smoking materials can create a fire after the smoker has left the area.

	Quick Engagement Question: “Where are the designated smoking areas on this job, and what hazards should you check before lighting a cigarette?”


Recognize the Hazards
	Fire Hazards
A cigarette provides the heat element of the fire triangle.
Trash, paper, flammables, and similar materials can act as fuel.
Discarded cigarettes can continue to smolder and start fires.
	Exposure to Others
Smoking affects people other than the smoker.
Secondhand smoke can expose nearby employees.
Never smoke in enclosed areas.
	Jobsite Rules
Only smoke in designated areas.
Always follow the jobsite smoking policy.
Know evacuation routes and where fire extinguishers are located.


Safe Work Practices
	Use Designated Areas
Smoke only where the site allows it.
Do not smoke in enclosed areas.
Respect posted no-smoking rules.
	Check the Area
Make sure there are no nearby fuel sources such as trash, paper, or flammable materials.
Do not create an ignition source where a fire could start.
	Dispose Safely
Use proper cigarette disposal containers.
Never throw cigarette butts on the ground.
Make sure smoking materials are fully extinguished.


	Mini Scenario: “A worker finishes a cigarette beside the designated smoking area and notices dry paper and trash near the disposal container. What should the worker do before leaving the area?”


What Everyone Must Remember
	Follow the Policy
Use only approved smoking locations.
Follow all project and jobsite smoking restrictions.
	Prevent Ignition
Keep smoking away from combustible and flammable materials.
Do not leave smoldering smoking materials behind.
	Be Ready
Know the emergency evacuation route.
Know the location of fire extinguishers and how they are intended to be used.
Report unsafe smoking conditions to your supervisor.


Close
	Closing Message: “Just because you are the one holding the cigarette does not mean you are the only one at risk. Smoke only in designated areas, keep ignition sources away from fuel, dispose of cigarettes properly, and always follow the jobsite smoking policy.”


Toolbox Talk Attendance
Topic: Smoking Safety
	Date:
	Project / Location:
	Instructor:


By signing below, participants acknowledge attendance at this toolbox talk.
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