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Pre-shift equipment inspections find damage and unsafe conditions before they cause an incident.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s topic is equipment inspections—find defects before operation, not during it.” Pre-shift inspections apply to vehicles, tools, ladders, cords, and other equipment.
Key Points: Inspect before use. Complete the checklist. Report defects and remove unsafe equipment from service.

Why It Matters
Equipment can be damaged or worn between shifts. Hoses crack, parts loosen, electrical components fail, and safety devices can be damaged.
Never assume equipment is safe because it worked on the last shift.
Do not rush or skip items on the inspection checklist.

	Quick Engagement Question: “What defect could create the greatest risk if it was missed during a pre-shift inspection?”


What to Inspect
Check safety devices and required inspection points for damage, leaks, cracked hoses, loose parts, and electrical defects.
	Hazards to Watch For
Cracked hoses or leaks
Damaged electrical components
Worn, loose, or damaged safety devices
	Safe Inspection Practices
Complete the full pre-shift checklist
Inspect before operating equipment
Report and document all defects


	Mini Scenario: “A worker finds a cracked hydraulic hose during inspection, but the lift is needed now. What should happen?”


If You Find a Defect
Document defects and notify your supervisor. If a critical component is defective or the equipment is unsafe, remove it from service and tag it “DO NOT USE.”
	Before Use
Inspect the unit
Check safety devices
Complete the checklist
	Defects Found
Record the defect
Notify the supervisor
Tag unsafe equipment
	Equipment Care
Keep it clean
Watch for buildup
Report damage



Resources & Close
Keep equipment clean enough to inspect and operate safely. Follow company and manufacturer inspection requirements.

	Closing Message: “Take the time to inspect your equipment. Find the defect before it causes an injury.”




Toolbox Talk Attendance
Topic: Equipment Inspections
	Date:
	Project / Location:
	Instructor:


By signing below, participants acknowledge attendance at this toolbox talk.
	#
	Printed Name
	Signature
	Date

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	



Equipment Inspections Toolbox Talk | COMPANY
image1.jpeg




