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Know the chemical. Read the label and SDS. Follow the required protective measures.
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	Project / Location
	Instructor

	
	
	



Introduction
The Hazard Communication Standard gives employees the right to know the hazards and identities of chemicals they may be exposed to and the protective measures available.
Key Points: Written program, container labels, Safety Data Sheets (SDS), and employee training.

Why It Matters
Hazardous chemicals are common on construction sites. Employees must know what they are using, the hazards involved, and how to protect themselves.
Know where the written Hazard Communication Program and SDSs are located.
Employers on the same jobsite must communicate chemical hazards that may affect others.

	Quick Engagement Question: “Where do you find the hazard information before using a chemical?”


Labels, SDSs & Chemical Information
Before use, identify the product, review the hazard information, and confirm the container is labeled.
	Common Jobsite Chemicals
Adhesives, gasoline, paint thinner
Grease, cleaners, solvents, sealers
	Where to Find Hazard Information
• Manufacturer container label
• Safety Data Sheet (SDS)
• Written program / Supervisor


	Mini Scenario: “You find an unlabeled secondary chemical container. What should happen before anyone uses it?”


Safe Use & Communication
Use labels, SDSs, training, and company procedures to prevent exposure.
	Before Use
• Identify the chemical
• Read the label and SDS
• Know PPE / safe practices
	During Use
• Keep containers labeled
• Follow handling / storage rules
• Use only as trained
	If There Is a Problem
• Stop and notify supervision
• Follow emergency procedures
• Report exposure / release


Resources & Close
Know where to find chemical hazard information and who to contact with questions.
Written Hazard Communication Program
Hazardous chemical list and SDSs
Supervisor / Safety Coordinator

	Closing Message: “Know the chemical before you use it. Read the label, know where the SDS is, follow your training, and ask questions when anything is unclear.”




Toolbox Talk Attendance
Topic: Globally Harmonized System (GHS)
	Date:
	Project / Location:
	Instructor:


By signing below, participants acknowledge attendance at this toolbox talk.
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