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Scaffolds expose workers to falls, falling objects, and collapse. Inspect before use and follow safe loading, access, and rolling-scaffold practices.
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Introduction
Open with: “Before you trust a scaffold with your life, make sure it is safe.” Do not use damaged, unstable, overloaded, or unsafe scaffolds.
Key Points: Inspect before use. Keep platforms clear. Do not overload. Use safe access. Follow rolling scaffold precautions.

Why It Matters
Scaffold injuries can result from failed planking or supports, slips, falls, and falling objects. Conditions can change from weather, loading, or equipment contact.
Inspect before each use and watch for changing conditions.
Never assume a scaffold is safe because it was safe yesterday.

	Quick Engagement Question: “What is one scaffold condition that would make you stop and not use it until it is corrected?”


What to Check
Check guardrails, connectors, fastenings, footings, tie-ins, bracing, platforms, access, and stability. Keep platforms secure and free of debris and slip hazards.
	Hazards to Watch For
Loose or damaged components
Overloaded platforms
Debris, ice, or trip hazards
	Safe Scaffold Practices
Inspect before use
Keep platforms secure and clear
Use proper access and bracing


	Mini Scenario: “A rolling scaffold has loose material on the platform and one caster brake is not engaged. What must be corrected before use or movement?”


Rolling Scaffold Safety
Do not ride rolling scaffolds. Remove loose material before moving, use enough help, avoid holes and overhead obstructions, and lock caster brakes when stationary. Stabilize the scaffold when required.
	Before Use
Inspect all components
Check platform and access
Verify stable footing and bracing
	While Working
Do not overload
Keep the platform clear
Control hoisted material with a tagline
	Rolling Scaffolds
Never ride while moving
Lock casters when stationary
Clear the route before moving



Resources & Close
Do not overload scaffolds. Control hoisted material with a tagline, use safe access, and follow jobsite scaffold procedures.

	Closing Message: “Inspect before use, keep the scaffold stable and clear, and never take chances with a condition that could cause a fall or collapse.”
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