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Forklifts are powerful, compact machines. Safe operation depends on inspection, controlled travel, proper load handling, and constant awareness of pedestrians.
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Introduction 
Common forklift incidents include striking people or objects, collisions, loading dock falls, operator injuries, and tip-overs from excessive speed or improper loads.
Key Points: Inspect before use. Stay within rated capacity. Keep people clear. Control speed and load height.

Pre-Operational Inspection 
Before operating, inspect brakes, steering, horn/alarms, warning lights, tires, mast, forks, hoses, hydraulics, leaks, load limits, and safety devices.
Document defects and notify maintenance or supervision.
Never drive a forklift that is in need of repair.

	Quick Engagement Question: “What is the first thing you should do before operating a forklift at the start of your shift?”


Mounting, Dismounting & Travel 
Face the vehicle and use three points of contact. Never jump off. Travel at a controlled speed, look in the direction of travel, keep hands and legs inside, and keep forks about 2–4 inches above the floor.
	Common Forklift Hazards
Struck-by incidents
Tip-overs
Loading dock falls
Blocked visibility
	Pre-Use Checks
Brakes, steering, horn
Tires, mast, forks
Leaks and hydraulics
Load limits / safety devices


	Mini Scenario: “During your pre-use inspection you find a hydraulic leak. What should happen before the forklift is operated?”


Pedestrians & Load Control 
Pedestrians have the right-of-way. Slow down and sound the horn at blind corners. Do not carry riders or lift/lower loads while traveling. Drive in reverse if the load blocks forward vision.
	Before Moving
Complete inspection
Confirm clear route
Set forks low
	While Traveling
Control speed
Watch pedestrians
Sound horn at blind areas
	Never Do This
Use defective equipment
Carry riders
Exceed rated capacity


Safe Travel Reminders 
Start and stop smoothly. Use caution on curves, inclines, slippery floors, bumps, holes, and overhead obstacles. Keep loads within rated capacity and maintain a safe following distance.
Keep the mast slightly tilted back while traveling.
Watch for overhead obstacles and floor hazards.
Maintain at least three forklift lengths of following distance.

	Closing Message: “Inspect before use, control your speed and load, watch for pedestrians, and never operate a forklift that needs repair.”
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