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Dropped objects can cause serious injuries. Prevention starts with eliminating unnecessary items, securing tools, and protecting people below.
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Introduction 
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is dropped objects and tool tethering—because even a small tool can cause a serious injury when it falls from height.”
Key Points: Eliminate unnecessary objects at elevation. Secure tools and materials that could fall.

Why It Matters 
Connect dropped-object hazards to work on scaffolds, aerial lifts, elevated platforms, and other overhead work areas.
Falling tools and materials can strike workers below.
Barricades, toe boards, barriers, and tool tethers help control the hazard.
Quick Engagement Question: “What objects on our job today could fall and strike someone below?”
Hard hats are required whenever overhead hazards are present.

	Quick Engagement Question: “What objects on this job could fall and strike someone below?”


Recognizing Dropped-Object Hazards 
Objects can fall from scaffolds, aerial lifts, elevated platforms, ladders, and other overhead work areas.
	Hazards to Recognize
Tools/materials stored near edges
Unprotected elevated work areas
Employees working below overhead tasks
Untethered tools used at height
	Controls to Use
Remove unnecessary objects
Barricade the area below
Use toe boards, nets, or barriers
Secure tools with appropriate tethers


	Mini Scenario: “You are working from a scaffold with hand tools while employees are below. What controls should be in place before you start?”


Preventing Dropped Objects 
Use elimination, engineering controls, tool tethering, and PPE to prevent dropped-object incidents.
	Before Work
Remove unnecessary items
Identify potential falling objects
	Secure the Hazard
Use appropriate tool tethers
Use toe boards/barriers
	Protect People Below
Barricade the line of fire
Wear hard hats for overhead hazards



Resources & Close 
Reinforce that dropped-object prevention starts before work begins.
Closing Message: “Before working at height, look above, below, and around your work area. Remove what you do not need, secure what could fall, and keep others out of the line of fire. A properly selected tool tether can prevent a dropped tool from becoming a serious incident.”
Choose tethering devices and anchor points appropriate for the tool weight and task.
Pass tools from a safe position and avoid leaning outside scaffolds or over openings.
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