	STAIRWAY SAFETY TOOLBOX TALK
	[image: ]


Stairways are used every day, but poor construction, debris, slippery conditions, and missing protection can quickly lead to serious falls and injuries.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is stairway safety. We use stairs so often that it is easy to overlook hazards, but an unsafe stairway can cause a serious fall.”
Key Points: Keep stairways clear and dry. Use required handrails and stairrails. Never use unfinished or unsafe stairways.
Why It Matters
Stairways can be dangerous when they are not constructed, maintained, or used properly. A safe access method is required when there is a break in elevation of 19 inches or more and no ramp, runway, sloped embankment, or personnel hoist is provided.
Debris, protruding nails, materials, and slippery conditions create trip and fall hazards.
Missing or inadequate handrails and stairrails can leave employees exposed to falls to lower levels.
	Quick Engagement Question: “What stairway hazard do you see most often on a jobsite?”


Recognize Stairway Hazards
	Walking Surface Hazards
Debris, materials, and hazardous projections on steps or landings.
Slippery conditions that have not been corrected.
Unpoured stair pans without a properly fitted wood filler panel or other solid material.
	Fall Protection Hazards
Missing handrails or stairrails where required.
Unprotected sides and edges of landings.
Damaged or poorly surfaced handrails that could cause punctures, cuts, or snag clothing.


	Mini Scenario: “You approach a temporary stairway and notice loose material on the steps and a missing handrail on the open side. What should happen before the stairway is used?”


Safe Stairway Use
	Keep It Clear
Keep stairways and platforms free of debris and materials.
Remove protruding nails and hazardous projections.
Correct slippery conditions before use.
	Use Proper Protection
Stairways with four or more risers or rising more than 30 inches require at least one handrail and a stairrail along each unprotected side.
Unprotected landing edges require a standard guardrail system.
	Check Rails
Handrails must be 30 to 37 inches high.
Handrails and top rails must withstand at least 200 pounds applied outward or downward.
Rails must be surfaced to prevent punctures, lacerations, snagging, and projection hazards.


Before You Use a Stairway
Stop and check: Is the stairway complete, clear, dry, and properly protected? If a stairway is unsafe, do not use it until the hazard has been corrected or another safe access method is provided.
Close
	Closing Message: “Do not take stairway safety for granted. Keep stairs clear, use the handrail, watch your footing, and report unsafe conditions before someone gets hurt.”
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