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Face shields protect the entire face from flying and falling debris. Safety glasses protect the eyes, but do not fully protect the face.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is face shields—when debris can fly or fall, safety glasses alone may not fully protect your face.”
Key Points: Face shields provide added protection from flying debris, falling fragments, dust, and ricochets. Wear them over approved safety glasses.

Why It Matters
Overhead work, powder-actuated tools, grinding, cutting, and drilling can send fragments and dust toward the face.
Safety glasses protect the eyes but do not fully protect the face.
Face shields add protection when flying or falling debris is present.

	Quick Engagement Question: “What tasks on this jobsite could send debris toward your face?”


Recognizing Face-Shield Hazards
Look for work that can create flying, falling, or ricocheting material—especially overhead.
	Tasks Requiring Face Shields
• Powder-actuated tools
• Grinding or cutting
• Drilling overhead
• Working under overhead operations
	Hazards to Watch For
• Falling concrete or steel fragments
• Flying debris and dust
• Ricocheting fasteners or material


	Mini Scenario: “A worker uses a powder-actuated tool overhead. Concrete chips and dust begin falling. What PPE is needed, and why?”


Proper Use & Inspection
Use the face shield correctly every time the task creates flying or falling debris.
	Before the Task
• Wear approved safety glasses underneath
• Inspect for cracks, scratches, or damage
	During the Task
• Keep the shield fully lowered
• Use it whenever debris can fly or fall
	Do NOT
• Rely on safety glasses alone when a face shield is required
• Use a damaged face shield



Key Takeaways & Close
Reinforce these points before employees begin the task.
If debris can fly or fall, protect your face.
Overhead powder-actuated work requires a face shield.
PPE only works when it is worn correctly and consistently.

	Closing Message: “Wear safety glasses under the face shield, keep the shield fully lowered, and replace it if cracked, scratched, or damaged.”
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