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Powder-actuated tools use an explosive charge and can be as dangerous as a firearm if handled carelessly. Only trained and authorized employees should use them.
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Introduction
Open with: “Today’s safety topic is powder-actuated tools. These tools use an explosive charge to drive fasteners, so we must treat them with the same respect and control we would give any high-energy tool.”
Key Points: Be trained. Inspect before use. Know the material and what is behind it. Keep the tool pointed in a safe direction.
Why It Matters
Powder-actuated tools can create struck-by, ricochet, flying-particle, fire, and penetration hazards if the wrong load is selected or the tool is used improperly.
Fasteners may penetrate completely through the work surface if the wrong load is used.
Hard materials or poor tool positioning can cause ricochets.
Flammable or explosive dust, gases, or fumes can create a fire or explosion hazard.
	Quick Engagement Question: “What should you check about the surface and the area behind it before firing a powder-actuated tool?”


Before Use
	Inspect & Test
Test the tool before loading to make sure safety devices work properly.
Inspect for cleanliness, free-moving parts, and an unobstructed barrel.
Do not use a defective tool until it has been properly repaired.
	Know the Work Area
Know the material so the proper cartridge/load can be selected.
Know what is inside and on the other side of walls, including wires, pipes, chases, and people.
Do not use where flammable or explosive dust or fumes are present.


	Mini Scenario: “You are about to fasten into a wall, but no one has confirmed what is inside or on the opposite side. What should happen before the tool is loaded or fired?”


Safe Tool Handling
	Control the Tool
Never point the tool at anyone.
Load only immediately before firing.
Never carry a loaded tool from one job to another.
Hold the tool perpendicular to the work surface.
	Protect People
Wear eye and hearing protection.
Post signs indicating a powder-actuated tool is in use within 50 feet.
Clear people from the opposite side of partitions being worked on.
	Storage & Misfires
Never place a hand over the muzzle or rest a loaded tool against your body.
Secure tools, studs, and cartridges when not in use; do not leave them unattended.
Do not attempt to release a loaded tool jammed in the firing position.


Maintenance & Close
Maintenance: Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for maintenance, inspection, and cleaning. For a jammed loaded tool, place it in a safe location and contact the manufacturer’s representative.
	Closing Message: “Treat powder-actuated tools like the high-energy equipment they are. Inspect first, control the area, use the correct load, protect yourself and others, and never take shortcuts with a loaded tool.”
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